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LDSmissionaries
amongmanywhowould
benefit from boost in
state scholarships

The gears of bureaucracy
did not brake for Alden Wil-
liams.
The senior at Copper Hills

High believed he had all but
secured a scholarship from
the state that would help pay
tuition at Utah State Univer-
sity. But he’d forgotten tomail
in just one of several required
forms andwas denied.
“I’m still going to pursue

this in hopes it gets fixed,” his
father, DanaWilliams, told a
panel of lawmakers and high-
er education officersWednes-
day as the 18-year-old serves
a Mormon mission in south-
ern France.

Officials didn’t take imme-
diate action onhis request for
more lenient deadlines for the
state’s New Century and Re-
gents scholarships. But the is-
sue is likely to come up again
as the 2016 Legislature opens
and lawmakers debatewheth-
er to more than double last
year’s investment in the Re-
gents program— from$3mil-
lion to a proposed $8million.
The uptick would allow

more students access tomore
money, Higher Education
Commissioner David Buhler
said.
Regents scholarships re-

ward students for taking a
heftier high school course
load, requiring two years of
foreign language, plus high-
er-level math and science, for

example. New Century schol-
arships, a smaller program,
are awarded to students who
specialize in math or science,
or who earn an associate de-
gree while in high school.
The number of students us-

ing Regents scholarships is ex-
pected to expand as awave of
youngmissionaries returns to
Utah—partof a surgeofyoung
proselytizers afterTheChurch
of Jesus Christ of Latter-day
Saints in 2012 allowedmen to
depart at 18, instead of 19; and
women at 19, instead of 21.

The 3,000 Regents and
roughly 300 New Century
scholarships available annu-
ally are an important resource
for young missionaries like
Williams, because they can
be deferred during the two-
year service.

When students miss a due
date or their transcripts are
delayed, “Why isn’t more
grace given?” asked Drap-
er Republican Sen. Howard
Stephenson, chairman of the
Public Education Appropria-
tions Subcommittee. “If a stu-
dent is qualified, I can’t un-
derstand why there would be
jots and tittles to deny ... It just
seems to be so obtuse and so
condemning.”

Some exceptions aremade
for students with “extenuat-
ing circumstances,” Buhler
said, but “the deadline is part
of qualifying.”
His staff is redesigning the

online application portal, he
said, which will make hitting
the Feb. 1 deadline easier in
the future.
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Paying for college •
Programwould grow
under proposal.
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RobertM. Cundick, organ-
ist at the Salt Lake Taberna-
cle from 1965 to 1991 and a
prominent composer, died
Thursday at his Salt Lake
City home of causes incident
to age. Hewas 89.
“Bob Cundick was certain-

ly one of themost important
and influential Latter-day
Saint musicians of his gen-
eration, and perhaps the en-
tire history of [The Church
of Jesus Christ of Latter-day
Saints],” said longtime friend
Roger Miller, emeritus pro-
fessor of musicology at the
University of Utah and past
member of the LDSChurch’s
General Music Commit-
tee. Miller cited Cundick’s
contributions as a compos-
er, organist, teacher and or-
ganizing force behindmajor
projects such as the rehabil-
itation of the Assembly Hall
on Temple Square; the ac-
quisition of organs there, in
the Joseph SmithMemorial
Building and at the Univer-
sity of Utah’s Libby Gardner
Concert Hall; a significant
upgrade to the Tabernacle
organ; and concert series in
Salt LakeCity andJerusalem.
“He led the fundraising

program for [the Assembly
Hall and JSMB] instruments,
which is a great deal of work
—he spent literally thousands
of hours outside his normal
work schedule to make sure
thosemarvelous instruments
were available to all visitors,”
said Jerold Ottley, director
of the Mormon Tabernacle
Choir from 1975 to 2000.

Cundick also was instru-
mental in upgrading the
Temple Square practice fa-
cilities, including three or-
gans used for rehearsal, said
John Longhurst, who joined
Cundick on the Tabernacle
organ staff in 1977 and was
senior organist there from
1991 to 2007.

More than one fellowmu-
sician described Cundick as
fearless.
“He would take on almost

anything if he felt it was
necessary and useful to his
church and community,” Ot-
tley said.

Miller remembered how
Cundick “fought tooth and
nail” for the preservation
of the Assembly Hall after
some church leaders sug-
gested it be demolished. He
was principal designer of the
hall’s organ, with its distinc-
tive façade; pitching the small
building on Temple Square’s
southwest corner as a fine
recital venue, he organized
the long-running Temple
Square Concert Series. Like-
wise, Miller said, Cundick
was “the genius behind the
[BYU] JerusalemCenter con-
cert series,” which started as
a venue for immigrant musi-
cians who had nowhere else
to perform.

ComposerCrawfordGates,
a close friend for more than
60 years, described Cundick
as “a composer of the first
rank and a friend of the first
rank.”
“He was a wonderful col-

league, verymuch concerned
that the choir staff work
as a team,” Longhurst said.
“There was a very warm col-
legiality among the staff.”

Best-known for his orato-
rio “TheRedeemer,”Cundick
wrote in a style thatwas “for-
ward-looking, but at the same
time very accessible to the av-
erage listener,” Ottley said.
“He was kind of a Renais-

sanceman.…He leavesahuge,
huge void in the organ scene
and the LDS music scene,”
said principal Tabernacle or-
ganist Richard Elliott, one
of many younger musicians
whomCundickmentored.

Born in Salt Lake City in
1926, Cundick earned bach-
elor’s, master’s and doctor-
al degrees inmusic from the
University of Utah, where
his mentors included the
eminent Utah composer Le-
roy Robertson and legend-
ary Tabernacle organist Al-
exander Schreiner. After
serving in theU.S.Merchant
Marine duringWorldWar II,
he married Charlotte “Chol-
ly” Clark in 1949; she sur-
vives him, as do their five
children, 23 grandchildren
and 38 great-grandchildren;
a brother, Bert; and a sister,
Carol Hoopes. A funeral is
scheduled forWednesday at
noon at the Salt LakeWilford
Stake, 1765 E. 3080 South.

Obituary •He had
important role in
rehabilitation of
the AssemblyHall,
purchase of organs.
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Robert Cundick was a prominent composer and organist at
the LDS Tabernacle in Salt Lake City.

ROBERT M. CUNDICK • 1926-2016

Tabernacle organist was key
member of LDSmusic team


